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• Update on PL566 Dams – Status (Funding/Timelines)

• Coon Creek Watershed 

• Building Setbacks (Zoning)

• Citizen Concerns & Questions



August 28, 2018 – Flood Event

Town of Portland (Coon Creek)

Jersey Valley – Dam Breach – (Kickapoo)



Wisconsin - 88

8-PL566 Structures

Coon Creek – 7

Kickapoo - 1

Monroe County



Coon Creek Watershed
92,589 Acres

Coon Valley – 49,400 acres

14 - PL566 Dams = 25% D.A.
8  Overtopped & or Spillways ran

3 Structures breached

Meeting Location

Coon Creek WSH

La Crosse County

Vernon County

“National Attention”



Sediment Storage – 50 years

Principle Spillway Crest

Emergency Spillway Crest

Pond Drain Crest

Flood Storage (50-100 yr. storm)

Dam Design



CC23 Dam

August 28th – Water Elevation
Top of Dam



THE FUTURE:

1.) RE-BUILD DAMS?

2.) RE-BUILD TO NEW STANDARDS?

3.)NEW WATERSHED APPROACH?

4.) DEVELOP CC WATERSHED PLAN?



Damage Assessment - NRCS 
1. Trip Report - Inventory/walk-over complete 

2. Eng. Investigation – Total Station survey complete

3. Geology – on-going

4. Failure Analysis – February report

5. Funding Eligibility – on-going

6. Reclassify CC 23 & 25 – on-going



Funding – (3 dam repairs)
1. Federal – (FEMA, NRCS??) 75%
2. State – (DNR) 12.5%

3. County – (LCD) 12.5%

4. Non Agency Sources?



1.) CC31 – Mashak Dam
Year Built: 1960-61

D.A. 371 acres

Dam ht. 34.5 ft.

Storage  46 ac. ft.

Repair

2019 Repair – County Funding



Right Abutment Repair

2.)CC24 – Peterson Dam
2019 Repair - NRCS/County Funding

Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP)

Emergency Spillway



2019 Repair - NRCS/County Funding

3.) CC25 – Baltz/Amundson Dam

Emergency/Auxiliary Spillway Repair



CC21 – LUCKASSON DAM
Year Built: 1962-63

D.A. 2,022 acres

Dam ht. 40 ft.

Storage 271 ac. ft.

Combined spillway capacity 655 c.f.s.

LEFT ABUTMENT BREACH - 28,000 CU.YD



Left Abutment Breach -17,000 cu.yds.

Year Built: 1960-61

D.A. 909 acres

Dam ht. 36.5 ft.

Storage  96 ac. ft.

Combined spillway capacity 623 c.f.s.

CC23 – Blihovde Dam



.

CC29 – Korn Dam 

Year Built: 1960-61

D.A. 1,843 acres

Dam ht. 39 ft.

Storage  175 ac. ft.

Combined spillway capacity 635 c.f.s



Left Abutment Breach - 25,000 cu.yds.

Auxiliary Spillway



4.) Head cut stabilization, debris removal & free principle pipe
outlets on CC21, CC23, & CC29

Funding = NRCS/County

2019 Action Plan

Head Cut

Pipe Outlet



5.) Reclassify Coon Creek 23, & 25 High Hazard Dams
• Meet DNR-333 (100 year principle, 1,000 year total)

• Meet NRCS PMP (Probable Max. Precipitation)

• Options – Rebuild dams to new standard or remove buildings?



1933

6.) Coon Creek Watershed Plan - 2019
• NRCS Funding

• Outsource

• Big Picture



Land use

• 60% landowners/farmers implement conservation measures

• Agriculture – rotation/tillage/livestock

• Technology – farming practices, conservation practices design, 

science, etc.

• Forest parcelization/high grading/access roads

• Development – private and commercial

• County and Town infrastructure

• Population 

• Flood Plain – roads, structures, cropping, etc.

• Base Flow/Springs

What has Changed in 61 years?



60.79”

Ave. Annual Rainfall = 33”
April 3rd – Dec. 31, 2018

Monroe County
Driftless Area Watersheds



Climate Change: (Driftless Area)

•Since 2007 –16 flood events

•Since 2000 –Warmest years recorded

•Average temperature is +2 degrees

•Increase Evaporation 

•Rainfall Intensity 2-6” hour



Re-Active vs. Pro-Active

Flood Control – Manage precipitation Impact on the

landscape & flood risk!!



Shore land Zoning

(Flood Plain)

• Land Use Planning – Protect 

Property Values, Flood Mitigation,

&  Public safety



MONROE COUNTY ZONING DEPARTMENT



SHORELAND VS FLOOD SHADOW SETBACK

 1. Shoreland – 75’ minimum setback from water body 

 2. Flood shadow of breach during “1% Chance of Flooding” event (100yr flood)







CITIZEN QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS?


